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THE SPADINA SUBWAY ETENSION THROUGH YORK
UNIVERSITY- REFLECTONS ONTHE STRUGGLEFOR
APPROVALS

Ted Spence, Professor Emeritus York University

91 n January of York subway extension.

vmrceSSf;J 'y intean prief overview of Subway GConst

I
|faculty positic, omn 1950 to 1978
raphy Depart me

University and!ln 1954 Torontobs fir
Jlsigned a petitfrom Union Station to Eglinton a
square urging Avenue section of the |line opened
government to George. In 1®a6fohehBLboe opened
pl anned constr the Yonge Line was extended |to )

st subway,

<«Spadina Expres Finch in 1974, Finally in 1978, 1

dMwoul d have | opened from St George to Willson.

Downsview and ‘building boom was over and the ¢

sity area to short of Yor kos rapidly expandin

When a year | :Steeles.

Bi |l Davi s an
Ted Spence cancel ati on of

way we all cel el993 We Almost Had the Subway to
ry for public engagement in plway Loop t |step
woul d be the construction of t; n 1985 under the |eadershipf @f
the same route I|_nk|n_g dow_ntowHarry Arthurs, t he universifyt5§t
city. None of wus imagined it \pevelopment Corporation (YUDEG)S Ubg
way reach to just north of Higndg development of Yorkos I|3dkhds.
years before the subway is eXiserved as a member of the SambcC ¢
pus in 2016. was a party to the process ¢that
ASs my own 39 year career at YYOrk UniVerSity Master Pla;rﬁ in
opportunities for me to be i cClearly laid out Yorkods goal jtho
1997, having completed 10 yeathe campus. - of
Environmental Studies (FES), 1 n 1992 the Province of oOntdpio .
President Lorna Marsden as herpg|jtan Toronto approved a thhRh&s
next 9 years | was directly ifiLet 6s Moveodo, that included B! &nn
decisions at York and | was dgiyongeadi na Subway Loop fromewi If 9c
leadership role in Yorkodos effgeele and Steeles and thenPWaYt .
extended to the campus and beyyponge and south to Finch. ITIhvea ndt
to share some of my experiencigne for the University becRuse i
ing approvals and funding frocommunity direct connectiond [ttd® b
ensure the extension of the supa subway lines. The other major
Throughout my MSc and PhD stucpPosals were for the Eglinteijn, Sub
versity of Western Ontario anway and a westward extensiog, 0f et
spectively, | was encouraged |3 1993 Environmental Asseshnfefnt
study reflecting the holisticyfor each of the proposed s UdWayt @
geography. This meant that in tphe Provincial Government GQHH&T
phy focus on water resources pounced funding for up to folr s
al ways maintained a minor spejpcluding the Spadina Loop. PN¥ork
and planning. Later this becalgxternal Relations, lan LitKE&MNR,
engaged in various municipal commercial interests in bot':Vaug
After joining the FES | particphnized the iLoop Groupodo to bupPod’
eventually became a full membposa|_ | recal | being part’® ' a
Planners Institute (OPPI). At presjident Arthurs, in attefdafyd
sory group on wuniversity land pMetro Toronto public meeti ngls?9%"nd
had gained a | ot of relevant | in on
the role of advocating for th (ContinuedonpageO I' | t h e
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itical deci sions were made.
e Mayor of North York at th
ampion the Sheppard Subway
op proposal. He then appeare
Metro Counci l in favour of
d the Eglinton Lines. I'n t hi
st out to the Eglinton proj
uncil and we all went home b
mmer ci al interests in North
out to sell out the heavily
rk University and the high ¢in 2003 his memorial was attieonnded
ntres of North York | ocated in the transit field in thej)GiTRe
I |l ength of Finch Avenue Wegroundwork for transit expan on
is was at Metro Council in assisted in.my wor k by Camer np R
i ans expressing the view thatmental Studies graduate and over
only resource and the | oopWe knew from our failure inisga993
uld help devel opments outsiccwas not enough of an ar gumene t o
pported. This was a theme thapproved. We al so recogni zednd hat
er in the following 15 year well enough known and wunderisetood
adina Subway extension propoYork Region or in the City of| Tor
d and off the regular travel rou
d we won approval over the € L
unci |, it mi ght have been or e had not recently V'S'tedle%
e new Mike Harris provincialOur recent _enrolment growth,gor_o
om the Eglinton Subway proje ur university. We set abouthrals
; ; the GTA with an initial foc on
cavations which had begun b . .
nding for the Sheppard Line Toronto. We started bU|Id_|n fa
nstruction was slowed with t©0 press the subway extension cas
02. To this day when | ride Beginning in 1998 we establ yshed
ocked and disappointed by hoship wi t h t he City of Vaughan '
bway except at rush hours. SVaughan we set Yprkh&Sulspay ibExt e
y line built in Toronto in tCommittee (SYSEC). -cThhaei rGado ubpy pweaasu
g of DhefBrFobbr Subway | ine. |l or Mario Racco of Vaughan my
anticipation of a future e)versi_ty_. The membership inc'av d
stward to connect with the SpoI|t|C|ans fr_om Vaugh’?‘” an or
. . ~from York Region Transit (YR a
the Spadina Line to Downsvi . f t h cit f
slightly shorter bus ride forepresentatlves rrom N ' 0
|l eadership of maj or | abour u on
he TTC attended all meetings of
i1din a Coalition of Su o SYSEC met_regularly over a 9 |yeart
tensign after our Loop Depfpeagpproval rn 2006' The SYSEQ as a
ing the profile of the project al
the late 1990s there seemedrepresentatives up to date OoRBTIpBb
new public funding availablarose The two representativaad of
ver nment initiatives in the peter Li Preti and Karen St 0z .t |
ntinued funding of operatiojlor from the campus area and |Stin
nstruction. But beginning inTTC, was Councillor for Wardwite
e City of Vaughan stepped UEglinton and South of 401 beefweer
bway extension proposal area where |l arge numbers of or k
January of 1998 | joined yvlive. She_was already a strqggg ad
w administrative team . She Strongly in support of the SYSEC
rs had already identified g approval of_the subway extension.
on initiative as a top priofrom our adjacent ward was ajsppa
nse effort to advance the s oUt the process. X 9
ars | found that part of eveFrom the beginning the Chairm®@mrg
most days was spent workina transit advocate who has | t h
rned out to be a very rewardtransit throughout York Region, w
York | worked closely with wor k of SYSEC. I'n 1998 Presijijdent
rector of Yorkoés Security, Chairman Fisch and then eachgq,of t
ces and who was responsiblePalities in York Region to bipiyng
ansit riders at York and wh¢ments at the University andgjtg. e
onships with the transit prc (Continued on page | Y
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maps highlig en Managing Director of GQuand
message: ban Studies alumni, ind4@7aG@ed G
sservice along the recently
service connected Mar
we st with major stop
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the system with al
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addition in 2
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fwe estimated the University
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2005 there were 460 Go Buses ature subway projects would bhe del
day. there were short term alternagtive
In 2001 five separate municipa!n pla_ce. Several priority glr_gke
joined t ogeYtoher RteogifoonrmTr'I’dnlesinle'nCI.u?'nt% a pro_pdostal onr(t)rtkhehnllmpI
integrated service provided fozg:::ti// aL:]JSjMaWDF:)IWHSVriEieT/VSIStast(?g%énre_
vice to the campus from the no :
| i shed/ltViAeierx pregs vibase and al | ment was llaunched and a number of
Hwy 7 Route come south on JaanpOrt proppsed a Busway routie up
serve the campus. By 2005 theIcated transi-t | ane, then west acr
VIVA buses, and 30 YRT Mobili(to Keele, and north though the Yo
daily from’York Regi on roads linking to the University
’ us engaged in transit pl anning at
By 2000 many studies were undthat this project mi ght resul t i
government and a regional foctLtextensi on We feared that thkeg-the
coming more the norm than the Moscoe, and maybe even the mhlyor,
City of Toronto alone. HoweveBusway as a way to |l ower theedri
the most important documents 1ision. The Environment al As s ets smkn
2001 the TTC cTolnp |Rapidd tThredmsi provals in 2006 and the project w
Study (RWESyPptudy was intended all three l evel s of government
priorities for rapid transit edemonstration of the potenti.&l tfoo
year period to support popul atAfter design, property acquiss|fitio
envisaged in the new Toronto (project did not open until 2009
by studying six possible subwbe closed when the Subway wasa ext
tot al of 15 options I'n the e . . only
two corridors warranted short Concu_rrently with the r'dersjt?'n% ¢
Subway extension to Steeles Avplannlng,.the TTC followed “yp - t|
sion of the Sheppard Subway. FIaunchEnfllracmnmental Assessment o f
sion the study had reviewed tlSubway ExtteonsSbaeIe's Avenue The
|l oop to Yonge Street and conclfl_[].amed astanthextetnsdlonfof th§|9499
er made sense. In its place 1S mean e study ocusedio@n
tension of the Spadina subwayselec.t'on and statlon_ |l ocations a
Steeles Avenue or alternativelques.tlons of apprppr|ate tgtc(l;nol
York Region with the terminus examined and detailed studies co
rate Centre at Hwy 7 west o f range of alternatlv_e rou_teshtthherow
plan included a major interregs.tUOIy and_as the Umversntyosithgp
campus ‘removing most of ltne T[jCAl ASviTory commtiee | wanlor
the centre of the campus. The . -
further study of alternate moramo_unt, particularly from TO"F.a -
pus should be undertaken. For &ngtneer on the study, abOUtffircalne
TTC report the value of linkal SSues to be addressed. In t he f
was recognized and radial rout%ii??gnt?ﬁﬁoagﬁ tbt?:tngrotu;eer%ge%gdfd
into the 905 were given SertoUinder Keele Street to the southe
In 2003 the TTC produlc®ed@ Rindehpus where it would take a norfthwe
Growth Strat eTghyi s20r0e3port recogthe Schulich Building and the ea
maj or transit termi nal near t he
Avanue. Five stations were plann
three | evels of government shar ed
York Region contributed to the mu
also initiated a corridor protect
future route from Steeles Avenue
porate Centre and they acquirjed p
Steeles Avenue at the Northwest
terminal
From 1998 onward | attended al l T
when subway expansion was on |t he
casions | made f or mal deputatji ons
and our subway supporters. On one
get invited to show our videqg al't
the time | imit for deputations.
supporters on the TTC Commi ss|/i on
http://www.unlockgridlock.cal@argent/uploads/2012/11/8A78 sure where the Chair, Howar d |Mosc
TorontoHR.jpeg (Continued on pagg
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